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10.1 OUTCOME OF ADVERTISING AND ADOPTION OF STREET TREE POLICY 

Attachments: 1. Street Tree Policy - Final for Adoption   
2. Street Tree Policy - Consultation Summary   
3. Street Tree Policy - Guidelines and Procedures   
4. Summary of Submissions and Admin Responses   
5. Street Tree Policy - Tracked Changes    

  

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. NOTES the summary of submissions received in relation to the Street Tree Policy at 
Attachment 2 and 4;  

2. ADOPTS the Street Tree Policy at Attachment 1; and 

3. NOTES the supporting Street Tree Policy Guidelines and Procedures at Attachment 3. 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

To present the outcome of community consultation and seek approval of the proposed Street Tree Policy at 
Attachment 1. 
 

DELEGATION: 

Section 2.7 of the Local Government Act 1995 sets out the Role of Council as being to ‘determine the local 
government’s policies. There is no delegation to Administration to make, review or repeal policies.  
 

BACKGROUND: 

At the Council Workshop on 27 July 2023, Administration sought Council input on current and future street 
tree considerations including tree selection and maintenance requirements. Key feedback from the workshop 
was incorporated into the draft Street Tree Policy. 
 
At its 21 November 2023 Meeting, Council approved conducting community consultation of its intention to 
amend the Street Tree Policy.   
 
In accordance with the City’s Community and Stakeholder Engagement Policy,, community consultation was 
undertaken between Thursday 30 November 2023 – Thursday 18 January 2024 which is in excess of the 21 
days required. 

The policy was advertised on the City of Vincent website, social media and through the following public 
notices:  
 

• Perth Voice – 30 November 2023; and  

• notice exhibited on the notice board at the City’s Administration and Library and Local History Centre. 
 
At the close of consultation, Administration received 77 submissions, as shown in Attachment 2. A summary 
of the submissions with Administration comments can be found in Attachment 4.    
 

DETAILS: 

The Street Tree Policy provides guidance for the effective management and protection of all street trees 
located in thoroughfares within the City of Vincent.  
 
The amended Policy focuses on enhancing and increasing the City’s urban forest, as well as ensuring 
appropriate species selection to protect against current and future environmental threats. 
 

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/576/community-and-stakeholder-engagement-policy
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The key policy changes are: 
 

• Tree selection to preference native tree species (target of 75% new plantings across City managed 
public realm being native species). 

• Enhanced streetscape diversity in-line with tree maintenance requirements. 

• Continuity of canopy coverage over residential objections to verge trees.  

• Street tree protection clauses to provide guidance for developers and landowners. 
 
In addition to the above changes, the Guidelines and Procedures were removed from the Street Tree Policy 
as they are an administrative document and do not require Council adoption. The Guidelines and 
Procedures have been reviewed in-line with key policy changes and can be found in Attachment 3.  
 
Following feedback from community consultation and Council Workshop on 7 May 2024, minor amendments 
were made to the draft Policy to provide clarity to existing clauses. These changes are reflected in track 
changes to Attachment 5 and include the following: 
 

• Inclusion of habitat and biodiversity benefits of street trees. 

• Clarification on tree species selection process and factors. 

• Clarification that the City is responsible for tree watering to ensure establishment as part of tree 
planting and maintenance works. 

• Clarification that the City is responsible for all tree planting. 

• Clarification that tree protection should have due consideration of tree protection zone requirements. 

• Clarification that tree protection measures also include supplementary watering if required.  
 
Subsequent to feedback received at the Council Workshop on 4 June 2024, further information to this report 
will be provided by way of addendum. This will report will contain information on the below: 
 

• Policy objective changes. 

• Street tree selection to preference WA native species where appropriate. 

• Street tree protection with consideration to Australian Standards and staff resourcing requirements. 

• Consideration of new clauses relating to the City’s Street Tree Register and staff resourcing 
requirements. 

 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

The consultation showed strong support (+80%) for the amended policy with many positive responses in 
support of preferencing native tree species. 
 
No further consultation is required as any changes to the draft policy following consultation are minor in 
nature and aim to provide clarity to existing clauses.  

LEGAL/POLICY: 

Section 2.7(2)(b) of the Act provides Council with the power to determine policies.  
 
The City’s Policy Development and Review Policy sets out the process for repealing and adopting 
policies. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Low: Adopting the proposed policy is low risk as the policy outlines how the City will effectively 
manage its urban canopy. 

  

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/1898/policy-development-and-review-policy
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STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2022-2032:  
 
Enhanced Environment  

Our urban forest/canopy is maintained and increased. 
 
Accessible City  

Our pedestrian and cyclist networks are well designed, connected, accessible and encourage increased use. 
      
Innovative and Accountable  
 
We embrace good ideas or innovative approaches to our work to get better outcomes for Vincent and our 
community.  

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the following key sustainability outcomes of the City’s Sustainable Environment 
Strategy 2019-2024.  
 
Urban Greening and Biodiversity 
 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the following priority health outcomes of the City’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025: 
 
Increased mental health and wellbeing 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no financial implications associated with adopting this policy. 

COMMENTS: 

The amended Street Tree Policy provides guidance to enhance and increase the City’s urban forest. This 
aligns closely with the Sustainable Environment Strategy and Greening plan objectives to: 
 

• Increase Canopy Cover on Public Land  

• Enhance Habitat and Promote Biodiversity  

• Greening the Town Centres 

• Greening the Community 
 
An addendum to this report will be provided to the Council Briefing outlining further changes to the draft 
policy because of feedback at the 4 June 2024 Council Workshop. This will include an updated version of the 
draft Policy. 
 
Addendum Additional Information 
 
At the Council Workshop on 4 June 2024, further input was received on the draft Street Tree Policy. 
Following on from the workshop, additional changes have been made to the draft Policy. These are outlined 
below and are shown in Attachment 5. 
 
Policy Objectives 
 
The policy objectives have been amended to include additional information to clarify the policy’s intent to 
retain and protect existing street trees, enhance diversity, and protect against future threats. 
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Street Tree Planting 
 
Clause 1(v) of the draft policy has been amended to include a preference for Western Australian (WA) native 
tree species, where appropriate, when determining tree selection.  
 
Reference to WA native tree species (rather than endemic or local native) was the preferred wording as this 
allows for selecting species that grow further north of the Perth region to counteract the effects of climate 
change on our urban forest.  
 
Street Tree Watering 
 
Following on from an extremely hot and dry summer, consideration was given to the supplementary watering 
of mature, established trees that are suffering from heat stress.  
 
Given the implementation of additional watering will have budgetary considerations, either due to additional 
tree watering contractors or alterations to surrounding infrastructure to support watering, changes have been 
made to clause 3 to note that this will be researched and considered subject to priorities and risks.  
 
Street Tree Protection 
 
Consideration was given to whether reference to Australian Standards 4970-2009 Protection of Trees on 
Development Sites should be included in the draft policy, specifically in regards works within tree protection 
zones (TPZ). 
 
Administration does not support the inclusion of Australian Standards in the policy for the following reasons: 

• Section 9.2 of the Local Government Property Local Law outlines requirements for street tree 
protection. 

• Referencing of Australian Standards in policy documents is problematic as it relies on the reader 
having access to the standards which need to be purchased. 

• Requiring complete exclusion of TPZ is problematic given the size of verges and trees, resulting in 
entire verges being taken up by TPZ.  

• Ensuring compliance with tree protection in line with the Australian Standards will require additional 
staff resources which need to be considered.  

 
Street Tree Register  
 
Consideration was given to the inclusion of a new clause relating to a street tree register and the process for 
reviewing and updating this register. 
 
Administration supports the reference of the City’s Street Tree Register within the draft policy and a new 
clause 8 has been added. 
 
Reference to how this register is managed is not supported by Administration as managing this register is a 
new, time-consuming process and will require consideration of outsourcing components (particularly with full 
audits) and/or additional staff resourcing.  
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